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There are those who look forward to retirement
as a time when work ends and a life of leisure
begins. But for many military members, service
does not end in retirement. Many retirees continue
to serve by working with the Air Force Retiree
Council. 

Two co-chairmen run the AFRC. They are
responsible for the entire program. The chairmen
are most often a retired general and a retired chief.

Under the council, there are Retiree Activities
Offices at bases Air Force wide. RAOs carry the
motto “Still Serving.” 

According to Fred Hillie, Shaw RAO volunteer,
the office provides retirees and their families rou-
tine military assistance.

“The RAO can assist any retiree, spouse or fam-
ily member with any questions or direct them to the
proper agencies to get assistance,” said Hillie. “The
services we offer are all free. No one gets paid for
the work they do, but we need volunteers to keep
the office open. This is a worthwhile program. We
are attempting to put together a program that will
be interesting to all retirees.”

An RAO comes under the direction of either the
wing commander or, like here at Shaw, under the
direction of the mission support group commander.
The purpose of the office is for retirees and their
families to have direct contact with assistance if

they have questions on pay, medical care
or when there is the death of a retiree or
spouse.

According to Hillie, there are more
than 15,000 retirees within a 250-mile
radius of Shaw, excluding the
Charleston area. Shaw’s RAO is seeking
volunteers to become a more active
organization with more participation and
offer services on a regular schedule. 

“We can be a help to retirees as well
as active-duty members,” said Hillie.
“We can check IDs at the (Base
Exchange), the Commissary and other
buildings on base so servicemembers
can get back to more important work.”

Shaw’s RAO is located in the
Commu-nity Center and shares a space with the
Airmen Center. It is designated as the RAO Mondays
-- Fridays from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., and volunteers are
needed to keep the office open during those hours,
according to Hillie. He is hopeful enough volunteers
will come forward to keep the office open during
those hours. The office currently has three volunteers. 

“We are trying to have the RAO be an active
program at Shaw,” said Lt. Col. James Johnson,
20th Mission Support Group deputy commander.
“The RAO needs people to work in their office and
also in other places on base. Retirees with special
skills are also asked to volunteer.”

In the future, the RAO is hoping to organize

game clubs for card and pool tournaments. 
“We will be available to organize suggested out-

door activities like tennis or golf, but everything
that happens in the future in this RAO depends on
volunteers,” said Hillie. “We are not asking people
to work an eight-hour day, just volunteer whatever
time you can. If you can volunteer one or two hours
a week, we appreciate whatever time you can give.” 

A Retiree Appreciation Day is planned for early
October. Retirees will have the opportunity to inter-
act with other retirees and Shaw leadership and get
information from on- and off-base agencies that
will have booths set up.

For more information on the RAO or how to
volunteer, call 895-1612.

Retirees still serving the Air Force
By Adriene M. Dicks
Correspondent

Hillie keeps a record of those who use the Retiree
Activities Center located in the Community Center.

Photo by Adriene M. Dicks
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"There's nothing fun to do around here." This
phrase, often muttered by servicemembers who make
the least of every duty station they've been assigned,
could possibly taint new airmen's view of the base
and local community. This is one reason Shaw works
so hard to provide its members with quality entertain-
ment and leisure activities. 

Shaw's Community Center provides military ID
card holders free access to pool and table tennis,
foosball, darts, a computer lab, big-screen satellite
television and video games. The center also offers
cooking, Tae Kwon Do, dancing, mom and tot fit-
ness, theater, piano and voice classes, as well as tutor-
ing, snacks, arcade games and a balloon shop. 

The Outdoor Recreation Center maintains the
Falcon's Nest Family Campground on base, which
offers 21 recreational vehicle campsites and primitive
and electric/water sites for avid tent campers.

Woodland and Lakeside pools offer base mem-
bers a refreshing break from steamy weather.  

Other available outdoor activities on base include
skeet and trap shooting and paintball.

Cuisine lovers can try a dish at Club Shaw's Pizza

Pub or weekday lunch-line buffet. In addition to tasty
appetizers and entrees, the club offers bingo, karaoke
and hosts live bands on Saturday nights. Membership
costs $8 per month for enlisted personnel and $12 for
officers. Membership benefits include meal discounts,
free tickets to club concerts and free munchies and
drink discounts during weekday happy hour.

Shaw Lanes, the bowling center on base, has
"Thunder Alley," glow in the dark bowling complete
with fog, laser lights and music, along with open
bowling and formal leagues for bowling enthusiasts. 

The base theater offers recently released movies
at a fraction of the cost of downtown theaters. 

Both the avid golfer and weekend hacker can
enjoy Shaw's Carolina Lakes Golf Course to use the
driving range or play a round at prices less than other
greens.      

For the hobbyist, Shaw offers the Skills
Development Center, which includes an Arts and
Crafts department, wood shop, framer's workshop
and potter's wheel. Classes are available for novice
and expert craftsmen and include oil painting, cake
decorating, stained glass, pottery, ceramics and scrap-
booking. The center also offers craft days for kids.

The Auto Skills Center, located off base on high-
way 441, rents out lifts and stalls for people to work

on their vehicles. 
The base library allows members to use their mil-

itary ID card to check out books, computers, books
on tape, audio and videocassettes, compact disks,
DVDs, magazines and periodicals. 

No matter what the season or taste, Shaw has a
lot to offer its members. From sport to song and
dance, there are activities to tickle any fancy. 

From swimming to song and dance, Shaw has it all
By Airman 1st Class Susan Penning
Staff writer

Bernard Ryan, husband of Senior Airman Tamika
Ryan, 77th Fighter Squadron life support techni-
cian, plays pool at Shaw’s Community Center.

Photo  by Airman 1st Class Susan Penning
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Total force includes active-duty members,
Guardsmen and Reservists. They work together
during contingencies, and now, they work together
in pilot training and aircraft maintenance. These
combined forces form a partnership in the Fighter
Associate Program here.

The FAP is composed of full and part-time
Reserve pilots and maintainers. The pilots are
instructors and the maintainers work alongside the

active-duty maintainers,
to include crew chiefs
and avionics troops, to
keep aircraft efficient. 

The program at
Shaw started as the
Fighter Reserve
Associate Test Program
in 1997. As of Aug. 1,
Shaw’s program was
renamed the Fighter
Associate Program. 

One reason for the
FAP is to increase pilot
instructors. The FAP
pilot instructors come
together with active-
duty instructors to assist
with training about 10

new pilots a year through this squadron at Shaw,
said Lt. Col. David Cotton, 307th Fighter Squadron
Detachment 1 commander.

FAP personnel should be highly experienced
and maintain combat capabilities. 

“We don’t have instructors right out of pilot
training,” said Cotton. 

All of the program’s pilots are required to be
combat ready and fly at the same level as active-
duty pilots because they are deployable members of
the squadron.

Another reason for the FAP is to retain seasoned

pilots separating from the Air Force. Due to the
downsizing in the early 1990s, the Air Force had a
drop in fighter pilot retention. 

“We needed to capture the experience walking
out the door,” said Cotton. 

He said the pilots in the program change their
status so they can continue to serve as pilots on
part-time Reserve status. 

FAP, an associate Reserve program here, is the
307th Fighter Squadron. 

“We are a part of the 20th Fighter Wing,” said
Cotton. “We are here because we want to help
make the 20th Fighter Wing stronger.”

Because they are part of the wing, they utilize
the same F-16s as the 78th Fighter Squadron.
Master Sgt. Karl Bouie, 307th FS Det. 1 informa-
tion manager, said the FAP includes F-16s and F-
15s at this moment, and he hopes it will expand to
more aircraft and career fields.

There are five detachments in the 307th Fighter
Squadron. Detachment 1 is attached to Shaw. The
other four units, set to begin operation in October,
are being developed and will be conjoined with
other active-duty bases in the continental United
States, said Bouie.   

Cotton and Bouie were two of the ground layers
for the FAP at Shaw, and said the program was
designed for numerous reasons. 

“I think it’s a great idea that the Air Force
Reserve and the Air Force come together as a total
force,” said Bouie.

Reserve pilots share knowledgeReserve pilots share knowledge

Photo by Staff Sgt. Josef Cole

Cotton (left) and 1st Lt. Kevin Peterson, 55th Fighter Squadron pilot,
ensure a missile is functional before flight.

By Staff Sgt. Alicia Prakash
Staff writer
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Woodwork

Photos by Staff Sgt. Alicia Prakash

Above, Staff Sgt. Dan McGraw, 20th Equipment Maintenance Squadron NCO in charge of packing
and crating, uses a plane to smooth out wood in the Packing and Crating shop Wednesday.

Above, McGraw tighens the bolts for a crate. Below,
he builds crates for locally manufactured munition
items for Shaw. He works with other shops on base
to acquire metal parts as needed for projects.

Left, McGraw lines up
molding on a piece of
wood. He has worked
in the packing and
crating shop here for
three years. The shop
is relocating to
Building 160 Monday.
For more information,
call 895-9328.
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Airman 1st Class Ricky Scott
Organization: 20th Medical Operations Squadron
Duty title: Medical technician
Hometown: Panama City, Fla.
Time in service: Two years
Words I live by: “Never give up. Someone else has been in your sit-
uation before, and they succeeded in life.”


